
Chapter 14 Lecture Notes
· Manifest Destiny - Justification (by god) for the U.S. to take land/ expand across continent
· Brigham Young believed in ^
· Whigs --> Republican party 
William Henry Harrison

· 9th President of the United States - Whig
· War Hero from VA; Votes from both North (Whig), south (VA)
· Longest Inauguration speech / 30 days in office, dies of pneumonia or… curse from 
John Tyler (His Accidency)/(Executive Ass)

· 10th president
· Whig during VP, goes to Democratic policy when president
· Webster is being master mind, he doesn't want to be president but wants to run everything
· Tyler doesn't want to be controlled
· Removes cabinet; party less
· Wife (21) throws a huge party (tax payers cash)
· "Nationalism doesn't exist"
· Opposed to Clay's American System bank, tariff, internal improvements
· Strict interpretation of constitutional
· Vetoes bill for 3rd national bank; cabinet quits except Webster (Sec. of State)
Texas Independence

· Moses Austin granted land by the Mexican gov. in 1820. Moses dies 
· His son: Stephen Austin settled land his father was granted
· 1830 - 20,000 whites & 1,000 slaves (slaves illegal in Mexico); most Americans came from south
· By 1835 Mexican government closed its border; Americans crossed boarder anyway
· General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna becomes dictator and dissolves the government (of Mexico --> dictator)
· March 2, 1836 - Texas declares its independence
· Mexican army assaults Texans at San Antonio where there was a small band of volunteers hiding in abandoned mission called the Alamo
· Davey Crockett (a Jackson recruit) rallied the boys with "Old Betsy"
· Feb. 23, 1836 - Santa Anna declared all 185 men surrender: we have 4,000, give up
· Shoot cannon at him
· 12 days of fighting
· Ledged: Colonel William Travis - draws line in ground with sword; go on this side for freedom, independence, etc. 
· March 6 1836 - they lose
· Sam Houston took command of Texan forces, April 21, 1836; captures Santa Anna
· Force Santa Anna to sign independence treat for Texas at gun point 
· Texas applies for statehood, Jackson does not want to
· make the slave state issue an election issue
· Have war with Mexico
· Martin Van Buren doesn't do it either, Harrison dies, John Tyler signs it in at the last few days in his office
· Martin Van Buren (pres. #8) - Panic of 1837 consumes entire presidency; concerned with legality of Texas
· John Tyler starts the process of admitting Texas into the Union in the last few days of his term
· He does this b/c Texas threatens to expand to the Pacific; diplomatic relations w/ Britain
· Election of 1844 (Mazz's #5 fav.: Polk)
· Democrats - James Knox Polk (Young Hickory) 170; platform: Expansion (Southern/western)
· Whigs - Henry Clay 105; platform: bank, internal improvements, expansion
· Polk not liked but had a master plan
· Southern & Western expansion
· Texas & Oregon, "I will get it" manifest destiny
· Doubles size of U.S.
· Get California 1845
· Polk's major objectives
· Tariff reduction
· Reestablish Independent Treasury
· Settlement of Oregon, California, Texas
· HE GOT IT ALL
· Why isn't Polk famous?
· His conquest by force, we didn't want to look bad
· His actions may not have been completely favorable; Mexican War
· Mexican War
· John Slidell
· Negotiate: Mexican recognition of the Rio Grande as the Texas-US border
· U.S. would forgive American citizens' claims against the Mex. Gov't
· US would purchase New Mexico for $5 mil
· Congressman David Wilmot (D-PA)
· Wilmot Proviso, 1846 - Any land taken from Mexico in a war, Slavery should be banned (Only Proposed)
· 1st person to talk about the taboo topic of slavery (forces America to deal with slavery
· General Zachary Taylor "Old Rough & Ready"
· Blockade on opposite sides of country near Mexico City
· Vera Cruz
· Key to reaching Mexico City
· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848
· Peace treaty
· treaty forced on Mexico
· Mexico gave up claims to Texas; Rio Grande as boarder
· U.S. was granted California & New Mexico
· U.S. gave Mexico $15 mil and paid claims of Americans citizens to Mexico
· Results of the Mexican War
· 17 month war cost $100 mil and 13,000+ lives (mostly from disease)
· New territories were brought into the Union which forced the explosive issue of Slavery to the center of national politics
· Brought 1 million mi2 of land (incl. Texas)
· Few territories would upset the balance of power between North & South
· Free Soil Party
· Free soil (opportunity to new land), free speech (can't outlaw the talk of slavery), free labor (no slavery, free to work or not), free men (no slavery)
· "Barburners" - discontented northern democrats
· Anti-slave members of the Liberty and Whig Parties
· Opposition to the extension of slavery
· Economic opportunities for white men (if slaves, then no work for them)
· Election of 1848
· Whigs - Zach Taylor (War Hero) & behind the scene person to run the country
· Democrats - Lewis Cass - popular sovereignty (let the people who live in the state decide on slavery)
· Free Soil - Martin Van Buren
· Mexican Cession
· Gadsden Purchase (1853) - southern part of Arizona & New Mexico, purchased for rail road
· Sutter's Mill (1848) - Gold found

